Sidetrack Performance Group and The Greek Festival of Sydney 2003 Present

ALKESTIS

By Euripides adapted by Don Mamouney

18 March – 12 April 2003, @ Sidetrack Studio Theatre

“she had honour, all she lacked was sanity..”
Directed by Don Mamouney

Musical director: Sawung Jabo

Performed by:  Valerie Berry, Carlo Drago, Adam Hatzimanolis, Sawung Jabo, 

Panda Likoudis, Nicholas Mitsakis, Georgina Naidu, Alex Sideratos,

Euripides has often been celebrated as the great theatrical innovator of the ancient world. Nowhere is this more apparent than in Alkestis, his darkly comic exploration of feminine devotion and the masculine ego.

The Sidetrack Company gives this much-neglected classic a subtly irreverent reading, relishing the plays edgy humour and ironic wit.  The celebrated Indonesian musician Sawung Jabo (Geng Gong, Rendra,) contributes his own brand of inspired musical lunacy to the live soundscape especially created for the production.

King Admetos was born lucky, his father set him up with a prosperous and peaceful land, and the god Apollo helped him win the hand of Alkeste, the most sought after woman in Greece. Then he fell mortally ill.  Apollo, again came to his aid. Admetos could live if someone else would volunteer to die in his place. No one would, not even his aging father.  Then Alkestis came forward. She would herself die, Admetos could live…in sacrificing herself she became a model of feminine devotion.

Admetos had his life but at what price? All is saved when the demi god Heracles comes to his aid and goes down to hell and saves Alkestis from death’s clutches. 

Euripides uses the myth to create a new kind of play that puts comedy and tragedy on a collision course and in doing so mounts an exhilarating attack on the hypocrisy of men and their gods.

Wildly theatrical, funny, and strikingly relevant, Alkestis keeps cosmopolitan Sidetrack in the forefront of innovation and entertainment on the Sydney theatre scene. 

Alkestis
Venue:  
Sidetrack Studio Theatre, 142 Addison Rd,  Marrickville

Previews:
11 – 15 March 2002

$15

Dates: 
18 March – 12 April 2002 Tuesday- Saturday

Tickets:  
$25 full   $18 cons

Bookings:  
ph: 02 9294 4655  or boxoffice@sidetrack.com.au

For further media information, please contact Vamp Publicity 

ph: 02 9211 1085   or email:  vamp1@ihug.com.au
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