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THE THESPIAN

A season of Ancient Greek Theatre 

The 21st Greek Festival of Sydney presents a season of Ancient Greek Theatre
Thespians and academics alike will be overjoyed by the theatrical component of the 21st Greek Festival of Sydney. For 4 weeks Sydney will enjoy a plethora of Greek art ranging from ancient drama to children’s workshops.

Opening the festival’s dramatic component is the Sidetrack Theatre Company’s adaptation of Euripides’ Alkestis. This groundbreaking play, which runs from 18th March to 12th April, entwines classical Greek drama with comedy and centers around the story of King Admetos and his wife Alkestis, who sacrifices her life for his to keep the favour of the gods.

“The highlight of the Festival will undoubtedly be The National Theatre of Greece and their portrayal of Antigone” Says Festival Chair and GOC delegate Nia Karteris. The powerful story set during the Theban civil war deals with the age-old themes of familial love and state verses the gods.

Antigone runs at the State Theatre 28th and 29th March after sell-out performances in Europe and North America and stars acclaimed actor/director Lidia Koniordou in the title role.  

Bringing a fun element to the theatrical component is the creation of a children’s interactive workshop at the Sidetrack Theatre on 22nd March. The children will explore the Myth of Persephone and her role in the changing of the seasons. The workshops include lunch and give the opportunity for children to make their own stage and recreate the magic of the gods.

For those interested in the intellectual aspect of ancient Greek theatre writers, there will be a free evening at the Greek Community Club focusing on classical Greek drama. The evening, hosted by some of the states foremost experts on Ancient Greek Theatre, including Dr Alfred Vincent, Dr Suzanne Macalister and Professor Harlod Tarrant will focus on Alkestis and Antigone and include talks and readings.  There will also be the chance to win tickets to see both shows on the night.

The Greek Festival of Sydney runs from 16th March – 13th April and is a celebration of the many changing faces of the Greek Australian cultural scene.
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